CLEMENCEAU

mental in causing the failure of General Boulanger, whom not
only reactionists but many vigorous Radicals admired and
believed in. He had never lost a chance of pointing to the
danger of priestly influence and the anti-Eepublican attitude
of the heads of the Catholic Church. By his action in favour
of the strikers at Carmaux, whom he went down himself
specially to encourage and support, he had alienated .a large
section of the bourgeoisie.

Not the least weighty of the charges brought against him,
and one which perhaps had as much effect as any in bringing
about the crushing result of the poll, was that Clemenceau had
steadily opposed the alliance with Eussia. This was regarded
as still further and more conclusive evidence of downright
treachery to Prance. Those were the days when France felt
the need for an ally who could give her powerful military
support, and her people were not disposed to inquire too closely
into the character of the Czar*s Government. Clemenceau
regarded the connection as immoral, injurious, calculated to
reduce Prance's democratic influence and to lessen the proba-
bility of a close Entente with England. But Clemenceau's
adversaries had no concern whatever with the Eadical leader's
reasons for his action, which all democrats and Socialists, at
any rate, must have cordially approved. All they wanted
was another ugly weapon wherewith to discredit and defeat the
man who, though he had not gone so far as the extreme
Socialists desired, had done enough to hinder and rout reaction-
aries with their monarchist or Buonapartist restorations. At the
moment Clemenceau's anti-Czarist policy injured him as a
politician, but it certainly did him great credit as a man.

But, worse than all, he had steadily pursued his policy of
a lifetime as a close and constant friend of England and of the
English Entente. That was still morQfCriminal than Panamism
or anti-Imperialism. Por England at that time was, and to a
large extent naturally, very unpopular in Prance. Clemenceau,
therefore, was overwhelmed with charges of being in the pay
of Great Britain and^working for Great Britain as well as for
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